[Cystic tumors of the pancreas-radical or organ-preserving resection?].
Cystic tumors comprise only 1% of all pancreatic tumors, although there is an increasing number of publications about them. These tumors divide into other tumor entities, some of them benign and some of them borderline or malignant. Therefore, the kind of therapy is presently under discussion. Between 1986 and 2003, we treated 97 patients with cystic tumors of the pancreas, evaluated the data retrospectively, and followed the patients up. Sixty-seven percent were treated by radical resection and 32% by organ-preserving resection. With 41%, postoperative "new" diabetes mellitus was significantly more frequent after radical resection than after organ-preserving resection at 24% ( P<0.01). Long-term survival was worst after mucinous cystadenocarcinoma (59% after 36 months), and 90% of all other patients lived longer than 36 months. We conclude that organ-preserving resection should be considered in all serous cystic tumors and solid pseudopapillary tumor of the pancreas. All mucinous cystic tumors are of malignant or borderline nature and should be treated as such by radical resection.